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The  Police  Station  Campaign
Since the news broke in October the public counter 
has been moved to Hayes End, but the Uxbridge 
Police Station is still in use as a patrol base.  We 
all received the news with disbelief.  There was 
a spontaneous and widespread campaign to get 
the Mayor to change his mind.  Very many of you 
wrote letters to him, also to our MP, to the Police 
Minister and to the Home Secretary.  Some of your 
letters copied to us were very powerfully argued and 
even blistering.  The Mayor remained adamant that 
the large capital receipt expected from the sale of 
Uxbridge Police Station needed to be injected into 
his Budget.  Hillingdon Council have offered financial 
support to keep Uxbridge Police Station open.  Please 
come to our Meeting to hear the latest position.

SPRING   GENERAL   MEETING
8pm,  Tuesday 24th April 2018

at Christ Church, Redford Way, Uxbridge
Our Speaker at the first part of the Meeting will be Colin Wingrove, the Borough Police 
Commander.  He will tell us how the Mayor’s reorganisation proposals are being 
implemented and then deal with local policing issues.
We have asked him, if possible, to bring with him the ‘Dedicated Officers’ for Uxbridge 
North and Uxbridge Town Centre.  We shall then have an ‘extended coffee break’ to 
enable you to meet your local police officers and maybe split into small groups so that 
they can describe their methods of working.
In the final part of our Meeting we have asked the Agents for the development proposal 
on the Wickes/Halfords site to attend, set up their display boards and give you the 
opportunity for questions.
George Cooper is standing down as Ward Councillor for North Uxbridge, after 17 years 
of service.  We have invited him to our Meeting so that we can thank him properly.



Police Report
Marlise Davies is the Inspector for West 
Ward.  Dave Darby is the Sergeant for 
Uxbridge North and Uxbridge Town 
Centre.  PCs Jon Furse and George 
Greenstreet and PCSO Christina Kelly are 
our dedicated officers.  ‘Phone numbers 
02071618170/07486710887, e-mail 
uxbridgenorth&south@met.pnn.police.uk 
There are 500 police officers and 50 PCSOs 
in Hillingdon, but they are often extracted 
for duties elsewhere.
The priorities for Uxbridge North are 
burglary, vehicle crime and anti-social 
behaviour.  The area is relatively quiet.  
The Town Centre is busy at week-ends 
and there are reports of illegal ‘high’ 
canisters on Uxbridge Common.  In line 
with all London, crime has increased by 
8%, including burglary.  There has been 
a distressing local break-in:  in the early 
hours of one morning in February a 
gang smashed their way into a house in 
Cornwall Road – breaking through two 
front doors that were locked, chained and 
alarmed.  Fortunately the car keys were 
left downstairs.  The gang were gone with 
the car before the family came down.  They 
were traumatised.  We have the following 
update from the Police:
‘The matter was thoroughly investigated, 
with a follow up from our pro-active Crime 
Unit.  Unfortunately, at this time, there are 
no tangible leads and the matter has been 
closed until further evidence comes to light.  
The Crime Unit have identified a possible 
suspect for a series of similar offences.  
There have been arrests of prominent 
criminals over the past 12 months and the 
Police remain committed to identifying 
and arresting those responsible for 
offences that understandably cause fear 
and concern in our community’.

iPads
All Met Police have now been issued with 
I-Pads and so they don’t need to return to 
the Police Station and spend a great deal 

of time on computers.  They will be able 
to report while on their rounds, hopefully 
saving time and making them more 
visible.  There is a small group of officers 
investigating crimes: this frees up other 
officers and increases expertise.

Cuckoo
A Developer has published proposals to 
build around 270 ‘build to rent’ apartments 
at the Wickes/Halfords site in Harefield 
Road.  It is proposed to be ‘car-free due 
to its town centre location and high public 
transport accessibility’.  An Exhibition was 
held on 1 March.
Residents have approached NURA 
with many concerns – which are well 
summarised in Barbara Fisher’s article in 
the Uxbridge Gazette of 14 March –
• Loss of 2 valued and useful trading 

outlets
• 3 tower blocks, one of 13 storeys
• Pressure on local services, e.g. health
• Above all, incredulity that so many 

people would be able to exist ‘without 
cars’

In summary, she says ‘It feels like this is a 
Cuckoo in an already crowded nest’.
We have asked the Developer’s Agent to 
come to our Spring General Meeting on 24 
April and set up their display boards.  (We 
know that many of you were not notified 
of their Exhibition and so missed it).  
Please come and put your questions.  No 
Planning Application has yet been made.  
We will keep you updated and advise by 
‘flyer’ what action it would be appropriate 
for residents to take.
Although possibly coincidental, the first 
draft of the new London Plan from the 
Mayor of London is burdening the Outer 
Boroughs with housing delivery that raises 
Hillingdon’s annual target from 559 to 
1553 with many expected to be on smaller 
sites of up to 25 units, that are within 
800 metres of a station or town centre.  
The draft also removes the presumption 



against back land development (“garden 
grabbing”).  Hillingdon has responded 
vigorously that its infrastructure can’t take 
this intensive level of change.

Misuse  of  Parking  Vouchers
One of our members in Fairfield Road 
noticed that a large white commercial van 
had been parked opposite her house for a 
very long time and not moved.  It was ‘fed’ 
by visitor vouchers on a daily basis.  She 
investigated and found out that the owner 
lived several streets away.  She took this 
up with Parking Enforcement, who said 
‘If there is a ticket on the dashboard, it is 
legal’.  She was not satisfied and checked 
the Regulations, which state –
‘Visitor vouchers can only be used during 
bona-fide visits to your property of a 
social or domestic nature’.
She contacted Ward Councillor Ray 
Graham, who took up the case for her 
and reported back ‘The Parking Services 
Manager admits you were wrongly advised.  
He apologises and is taking steps to ensure 
that this will not happen in future similar 
situations’.  Well done…..!  Useful to know.

Boris Johnson MP
The Chairman welcomes him to our NURA  
AGM on 26 October 2017 (photo).  He was 
able to spend over half an hour with us.  

There were about 60 of us present.  He was 
briefed on local issues and dealt with them 
well – the Police Station, HS2, Heathrow 
expansion, medical facilities and even 
the campaign by one resident to get the 
toilets re-opened in Uxbridge Station.  We 
thanked him for finding time for us in his 
busy schedule as Foreign Secretary.  He 
then left for a flight from Northolt Airport!

Tributes
Two of our most active members passed 
away recently – Joan Callender and Liz 
Segal.  We miss them greatly.  In our 
tribute to Liz – and the same could equally 
be said for Joan – we said ‘A sprinkling of 
people like Liz transforms and energises a 
community like ours’.

NURA  membership
Brian Rose is standing down as NURA 
Secretary, after 17 years.  He has done a 
marvellous job for the residents of North 
Uxbridge.  We are seeking to replace him 
and it is not going to be easy.
You can see that we need new people to 
come and get involved with NURA.  We 
know from our feedback that NURA is 
supported and appreciated – but this 
needs to be channelled into ongoing, 
active support.  First, we should love to see 
you at the Spring GM and then you could 
come to a Committee Meeting to get a feel 
for what we do.  The next one is at Christ 
Church 8 p.m. on Tuesday 8 May.

Medical facilities
We are in contact with the Hillingdon 
Clinical Commissioning Group, who are 
exploring the possibility of building new 
medical facilities on the site of the existing 
Central Uxbridge Surgery in George 
Street.  This would be a major scheme and 
take some years to complete.  As part of 
its evaluation, they have asked Hillingdon 
Council to help them in the search for a 
suitable temporary town centre site for the 
Surgery during the construction period.



pond for signs of activity:  usually it has 
a large number of frogs and an area of 
several square feet of spawn by early 
March.  A tiny amount has been spotted – 
hopefully more by the end of March.

Birds too have been having a hard time.  
Trees such as the crab apple provide 
Winter fodder for many bird varieties.  
The Mistle Thrush shown here (photo) is 
aggressive and shoos off smaller birds.  
The Parakeets take no notice……!

St. Andrew’s Park
The public park is now open – so now we 
have 4 lovely open spaces available to 
us in North Uxbridge – Fassnidge Park, 
Uxbridge Common, Hillingdon House 
Farm and LORD DOWDING PARK.
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HS2
We still await the meeting promised by 
HS2 to see the proposed re-design of 
Swakeleys roundabout – traffic lights and 
lane changes.  They blame ‘staff changes’ – 
very frustrating.  A lot is happening on the 
Ickenham side, where you will have seen 
the first local enabling works on Harvil 
Road – gas main re-routing. 
The design for the side noise screens on 
the 3.4km Colne Valley Viaduct is now 
being evaluated to achieve the right 
aesthetic, whilst balancing the inevitable 
noise footprint on the Colne Valley 
Regional Park.  Visit our sister Residents 
Association’s website for details www.
ickenhamresidents.co.uk

Hillingdon Circus Masterplan
We have joined with other local Residents 
Associations to set up a Neighbourhood 
Forum.  The intention is to produce a 
master plan for the areas locally referred 
to as the ‘Tesco/Master Brewer and 
Morrisons/Ikea sites’.  The group recently 
met with the landowners – including Ikea.  
The exercise is to now publish the Group’s 
draft proposals so as to gain public 
comment as well as the views from the site 
owners and Hillingdon Council.  Ultimately 
the process requires a local referendum 
to gauge local support for the emerging 
master plan.

Wildlife
It has been a hard Winter and our local 
wildlife is bearing the brunt.  We have been 
anxiously scanning Uxbridge Common 

cameron-group.co.uk


