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IN
NORMAL
TIMES
In ‘normal times’ NURA
Road Representatives
deliver the Newsletter to
most of the roads in our
area. In the current
‘Lockdown’, we have
engaged a delivery
service to bring you this
Newsletter. Until now
we have not managed to
cover all our area, so
some of you will be
receiving the NURA
Newsletter for the first
time. See later.

GUILD LIVING PROPOSAL

The Wickes/Halfords site in Harefield Road has been sold and the two existing stores are
currently scheduled to be demolished in September 2021. NURA’s aim now is to secure the
most beneficial use of this site in terms of its value to the local community and minimising
impact/intrusion upon it. New plans for the site have been unveiled by an organisation called
Guild Living. Its proposal is a new and interesting concept and, if the new scheme is kept to a
reasonable size and scale, it could meet our communal aims.
Guild Living’s proposal for the Wickes/Halfords site is a ‘Later Living Retirement Community’
including a Wellness Centre, Health Hub, Children’s Nursery, Communal Café, Restaurant and
Retail Amenities and landscaped public areas – all open to the local community. 117 car parking
spaces, including some with electric charging points. There are to be 160 Retirement Living
Apartments, 24 Care Suites and 8 Care Residences. Total number of residents is likely to be
between 280 and 290 – mainly accommodated in 4 tower blocks, 2 of which are 8 storeys high.
Our Ward Councillor, Martin Goddard, convened a ZOOM meeting with the Founder, Eugene
Marchese and colleagues, together with NURA representatives. We put questions to them and
are following up various issues. We have expressed our immediate concern regarding the
size/height of the tower blocks.

[continued overleaf]

Guild Living has already launched a 4-6 storey scheme in Bath, which we feel ought to be more
in keeping with the ‘later living’ environment. We have also queried with them the take-up of
this facility. If this is mainly by Borough residents, it could relieve the pressure on existing
health, social and housing services. If the take-up is largely from outside the Borough, the
opposite would happen. The local Central Uxbridge GP Surgery is already overburdened with
growing numbers from St. Andrew’s Park. As discussions continue, a view will need to be taken
on the balance of loss and benefits.
The impact of any development will be felt most by those of you living next to it. Although the
site is classed as a Town Centre use, it projects into the residential area. Buildings need to be
designed and of a scale to reflect this transition: however attractive the concept, it is not
acceptable unless it meets this test.
Guild Living have launched a Public Consultation, inviting residents to ‘have your say on our
proposals’ by e-mailing hello@guildlivinguxbridge.co.uk or telephoning 0800 038 5850. We
would expect those of you living, e.g. in Lancaster Road and Wilmar Close, to use the Public
Consultation exercise to make your wishes known. Guild Living will then submit a Planning
Application timed for August or September. At that point – depending on the result of ongoing
discussions – NURA will decide whether to support the proposal, or campaign for refusal.

Communicating by Flyer is difficult at the moment: please let us have your
e-mail address and we will continue to update you.

COVID 19

Restrictions are starting to ease and we are approaching a ‘new normal’. Impressive help has
been given by individuals and organisations by reaching out to vulnerable people and those
whose livelihoods have been most seriously impacted by the Lockdown. One example of this is
the HILLINGDON FOOD BANK. Vine Daniels, the Manager, tells us that he is planning for the
high demand on his service to continue at least until April 2021. They are spending £1,000 per
week at Costco to provide the more nourishing items of food, such as meat and fish, which gifts
from the public do not necessarily include. NURA has made a donation of £200. Please keep
your food donations coming.

HS2

The contracts are now let. Two giant machines will start tunnelling sometime next year from
West Ruislip into Central London. A high voltage cable is currently being laid under local roads
to power them – all the way from Harrow to West Ruislip. Construction in the other direction
will lay the line on bridges over the River Pinn and Breakspear Road South. A ‘cut and fill’ tunnel
will be laid at Copthall. This will involve much earth shifting and dumping. The line will emerge
onto viaduct above Harvil Road, cross over the Sailing Base lake and curve northwards up the
Colne Valley. There are major concerns regarding the potential impact of the pilings on the
aquifers under the lakes. These provide our drinking water……!

SAVE UXBRIDGE POLICE STATION

The situation has not changed since the Mayor responded to our Petition. He tells us that the
Met is ‘reviewing its estate’ and that no final decision will be taken on the Uxbridge Police Station
site until then. One recent news item of interest is that he is selling City Hall……! We are
considering the next steps in our Campaign
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HERMITAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Head Teacher tells us that she and the Governors have decided that Associate Membership of
the Vanguard Learning Trust for one year is a good way of testing the benefits and working
relationships. At the end of the year, they will consult parents and, if it is considered in the best
interests of the School, they will apply for full Membership. One consequence of this would be to
protect the existing admission arrangements to Vyners School for pupils from North Uxbridge.

HELLO BRAYBOURNE CLOSE!

We have not been able to deliver to you before. We hope that you find the Newsletter interesting
and of value. If you would like to check further on ‘What we do’, please visit our Website. For
example, if you look at the November 2019 Newsletter, you will see that we had a well-attended
Meeting on the subject of RECYCLING and that Nick Gore, the Manager of Recycle-a-Bike and the
Rusty Bike Café, came to speak. There is also a piece on the re-opening of the Crown and Treaty.
We very much hope that some of you will feel able to volunteer as NURA ROAD
REPRESENTATIVES. Two would be good, as it is a long Road. Sheelagh will speak to you and
explain what is involved.

NATUREWATCH

BY ANN RIX

The Common Pond border is looking colourful as you can see in the picture. Red Poppies, blue
Cornflowers, white Mayweed and yellow Corn Marigold with many smaller flowers grown from a
wildflower seed mix. The Yellow Flag Iris are now past their best with a too vigorous growth of
Reed Mace or Bullrush taking over. Perhaps some of this could be cleared in the Autumn.
We do not expect local plants to be carnivorous but in early July Bladderwort may be seen in
shallow water by the edges of Common Pond and in Brearley Close Pond. This is a free -floating
plant with fine leaves and stems bearing bladders about one millimetre across. [Photo Alan Rix]
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These shut by a vacuum mechanism trapping a water creature. The
victim is dissolved providing a nitrogen supplement for the plant. The
yellow flowers, about the size of a buttercup, rise above the water
surface but are not seen every year.
Moorhens are thriving among the reeds in the middle of the pond. Two
are adults with youngsters of different sizes from two broods. The trio
of male Mallards residents in Spring have moved away, in search of
mates.
(PJ adds – Blackbirds in our garden have raised two families. The Stag
Beetle was spotted by our Entomologist neighbour – aged 5!)

NURA FUNDS

We collect Subscriptions – in small brown envelopes circulated with the
Newsletter – every two years, the next one being in 2021. Our funds are
adequate for normal expenditure until then. The sponsoring of our
Newsletter by Camerons Estate Agents is a big financial benefit.
However, the NURA Committee felt it would be prudent – as we are
currently active in a wide range of activities – to set up a Fund for any
future campaigns, e.g. to protect the closure of facilities, promote good
initiatives and protect our local environment. If you would like to
support this, you may care to donate say £5 to the Fund. Our Bank
details are set out below. You may care to donate on line, or by letting
your Road Representative have a cheque. Please reference your donation
‘Campaign Fund’.
Bank details: NURA A/c No. 32432751 Sort code 23-05-80

ROAD REPRESENTATIVE VACANCIES

We have vacancies in Northway, Brookside, Gravel Hill, Hyacinth Drive, Montague Road, Park Road,
Morris Avenue, Braybourne Close & Pages Lane. Some of these roads have temporary cover – but
we would welcome anyone coming forward to take on some of these roads.

REMINDER

If you would like immediate updates, please let us have your e-mail address. We will only use this
for NURA Newsletters/updates on current issues.

NURA OFFICERS
Chairman
Paul Johnson

Subscription Secretary
Sheelagh Butler

Secretary
Mandeep Jandu

Treasurer
Sushma Chouhan-Kleber

Email: northuxbridgeresidents@gmail.com
Website: northuxbridgeresidents.org
This Newsletter is published by NURA, designed by
Rob Shepherd and sponsored by Cameron Estate
Agents, Uxbridge.
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